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  Saint Michael and All Angels, Highworth with 
Sevenhampton and Inglesham 

 
Minutes of PCC Meeting – Monday 15th July 2019 2018, 7.45pm in the Church 
Room 

 

Present: Julia Bishop (JB), Peter Croton (PC), Stephen Fasham (SF), Ruth Huband (RH), Helen Lawrence (HL), 

Lesley Uzzell (LU), Pam Linfield (PL), Philip Sapwell (PS), Alf Fortnam (AF), Geoff Sowden (GS), Emily Swinerd 

(ES) and Julie Miles (JM)  
 

Agenda   
 

Action 

1 Open in prayer: 

Meeting split in to 3 groups to pray and give thanks for 5 things. 

Prayers were said for Emily and family. 

 

2 Apologies:  Bobby Bailey (BB) and Colin Gunn (CG)  

3 Minutes of PCC Meeting Monday 20th May 2019 and Matters arising 

No matters arising.  Minutes signed by GS. 

 

 

4 Minutes of SC Meeting Monday 17th June 2019 and Matters arising 

Item 8b – Jim Morris aims to get all project invoices paid by the end of July.  Leave 4 weeks 

to clear and target a meeting for early September for PCC members on the project team and 

appropriate Clinton’s members. 

Item 9 – Bays, Hussey and Hannington Joinery have work outstanding and are confident it 

can be covered off quickly. 

Minutes signed by GS. 

 

5 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and potential conflict of interest 

PS as Chair of Clintons Trust. 

 

6 Church Cleaning 

See addendum below. 

 

 

7 Church Insurance 

SC meeting item 6. 

 Contact Ecclesiastical Insurance to complete a survey of the Church. 

 JM to pass Chubb and Prestige quotes to Chair of Fabric (CG) once received and copy to 

PS as Church Warden. 

 

 

JM 

JM 

8 Finance and 2019 Budget  

SF provided a summary of current position for first half of the year, currently a deficit of 

around £4,500 with end of year looking to be around £7,000 deficit. 

New pledges received from the recent campaign. 

Utilities costs are not yet known and will take some time to have an accurate figure and be 

able to set up a suitable contract.  The gas expenditure is currently high and work is ongoing 

to stabilise the temperature in Church.  SF will purchase a temperature logger for £18 for 24 

hour monitoring to find best temperature setup. 

Energy costs will be higher than previously and an increase in costs for cleaning. 

 

The Diocese just starting to look at what they think the Parish Share should be for 2020.  

There has been some confusion over the figures the Diocese use to make their calculations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SF 
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which are being addressed.  It is predicted the share will go down slightly or stay around the 

same. 

Discussion around giving and ensuring the congregation are fully aware of the Church 

expenditure.  SF as PCC Treasurer will meet with Clintons Treasurer to start conversation 

around long term aims over protecting the fund and then what does that deliver for PCC. 

GS posed the question does anyone want to argue for reducing the budget with no response 

from the meeting to do this. 

SF gave an overview of ‘Seasons of Giving’ which the Wednesday night home group have 

been trialling.  They have been discussing generosity and it has been positively embraced and 

would like to use the series as part of a stewardship campaign.  It was agreed to incorporate 

seasons of giving into the sermons later this year. 

 

 

 

 

SF 

9 Nexus 

Nick Gardner, Matt Ford and GS are still Trustees at present.  Nexus will write and inform the 

PCC once confirmed as Corporate Trustees. 

LU thought we were checking trustee indemnity insurance for if PCC would become liable. 

JM to find out what the indemnity insurance was raised to during build and can it be reduced 

and get answer to LU question above. 

PCC has accepted the administration responsibilities but not exposure to the costs.  Funding 

options are open but can’t take them until the bank account comes to PCC. 

 

 

 

 

 

JM 

10 St Michael's Day and weekend celebration Sept 28th and 29th 

28th - 2.30-6.30, teaching, food and fun of some sort. 

29th – Service followed by a lunch and David Bracewell will come and help lead. 

Coincides with Pontorson weekend. 

 

 

11 Relationship building within the congregation and from Occasional offices 

Connections team have been discussing building relationships. 

Meeting broke into groups again to brainstorm and to email GS with ideas by Thursday. 

 

 

 

ALL 

12 Fabric 

Bell Quotes* 

PC thought PCC permission was required but approval to make the repairs has been granted 

previously.  Archdeacon certificate is required with BB actioning.  The second quote needs to 

be sent to the Archdeacon. 

Christopher Bryan (CB) , Archdeacon will be visiting on 31st July, 3pm to see the new 

building. 

PC to speak with CG with a view to CG meeting CB and briefing him on the bell requirements. 

Fabric Committee .  Ongoing issue regarding trees and carry forward getting the Council to 

admit responsibility. 

JB will speak to David Lane regarding pollarding the lime trees and report back to PCC at next 

meeting. 

In the past PCC have written to Town Council on a non-precedence basis to confirm PCC will 

deal with trees but ultimately it is the Council’s responsibility.  Concern was raised over 

whether continuing to do this could raise issues in the future.  Need acknowledgement of 

where responsibility lies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BB 

 

 

 

PC/CG 

 

 

JB 
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New snagging items 

 Kitchen cupboard shelf collapsed 

 New leak in South transcript roof 

 Possible dry rot in South aisle above South door 

 

13 Church Hall 

Highworth Cinema Club letter received following their email in February to Hall Committee. 

Committee went to the hall and stage curtains and window curtains were all in working order.  

The décor is dated.  It was agreed to leave the hall whilst the building project was carried out 

with a view to deciding on the way forward once the Church is in use again.  The hall is a 

cheap venue for community use. 

 

SF to bring income and expenditure to next PCC meeting and discussion to be had over what 

next for the hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SF 

14 AOB    

BWS invoice is still outstanding.  JM to liaise with CG. 

 

 

JM/CG 

15 Correspondence 

Letter received from Justin Tomlinson expressing his delight at the new Church and bringing 

the community together. 

 

 

16 Grace and Close 

 

 

 No Standing Committee Meeting in August unless email to confirm meeting needed. 
Next Meeting of PCC: Monday 16th September. 
 
Please pass apologies to the PCC Secretary in advance of the meeting and raise AOB 10 days 

before the meeting so it can be added to the agenda 

 

 

Addendum to PCC minutes of Monday 15th July 2019 – Item 6 on the Agenda Notes taken by Alf Fortnam 

The Standing Committee at the meeting of 17th June 2019 had considered the quote for church cleaning from Barnes 
on condition of their being given a contract.  

Julie Miles (JM) had also offered to clean the church on a paid basis as per the specification, but at the SC no decision 
was reached.  At the full PCC meeting the matter was discussed, JM having left the meeting.  Because of the church 
current financial situation it was considered important to reduce costs, and a regular contract, until we know the true 
extent of the cleaning requirements was deemed unwise. 

GS proposed and RH seconded that JM be asked to carry out the cleaning as per the specification at her hourly rate 
for a trial period of 3 months – all in favour with one abstention expressing concerns that just one person was 
carrying out the work, and that the job had not been widely advertised. Resolution from GS, seconded RH to discuss 
with JM what equipment she needed for the task.  

BB and CG to refine the Cleaning Specification in the light of ongoing experience. 

Resolved also to remind church users (and Church Members) of their responsibilities in leaving the premises in good 
order.  Meeting ended 2150. 


