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  Saint Michael and All Angels, Highworth with 
Sevenhampton and Inglesham 

 
Minutes of PCC Meeting – Monday 20th January 2020, 7.45pm, in Church Room 

 

Present: Bobby Bailey (BB), Julia Bishop (JB), Alf Fortnam (AF), Colin Gunn (CG), Ruth Huband (RH), Pam Linfield 

(PL), Geoff Sowden (GS), Stephen Fasham (SF), Helen Lawrence (HL), Philip Sapwell (PS), Emily Swinerd (ES), 

Lesley Uzzell (LU) and Julie Miles (JM)  
 

Agenda   
 

Action 

1 Open in prayer 

Prayers for the following: 

Younger generation - ES 

Making disciples - SF 

Growing leaders - GS 

 

2 Apologies:  None received  

3 Minutes of PCC Meeting Monday 18th November 2019 and Matters arising 

The tree work will be discussed by Highworth Council on 21st January 2020. 

A good, productive day at the farm sorting out the remaining furniture. 

Sevenhampton bells report received.  The Office will send the report to Mary Sainsbury who 

will organise a meeting to discuss it.  It is worth noting that access to the tower wasn’t 

gained and the information is based on previous reports. 

The Churches joint mission in the summer has had to change due to the Wrde Up festival. So 

the Funday at the community centre is now 4th July and the joint service is 12 July in St 

Michael's. Sadly Emily's ordination is also on 4th July. 

 

 

 

 

JM 

4 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

None 

 

5 Safeguarding 

There have been lots of changes including the introduction of a dashboard online.  This 

enables the safeguarding team to keep track of actions and replaces the need for an annual 

audit. 

The Church of England want to report serious safeguarding instances to the Charities 

Commission.  The Charity Commission won’t have authority over the reporting but will make 

sure due diligence has been carried out by the PCC.  Guidance has been provided on what is 

a serious incident. 

Serious incidences are reported to the Diocese and Police now and the changes would provide 

independent investigation. 

Resolution:  Agree to the Church of England reporting serious safeguarding incidents to the 

Charities Commission.  Proposed by RH, seconded by PS with all in favour. 2020/01/001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RH 

6 Children in Communion 

ES confirmed The Rooted in Church Summary Report – published by the Church of England 

(2016) provides more details on this subject. 

ES – the majority of parents and young people feel there is a divide between children having 

been baptised and receiving communion after their confirmation. 

There followed discussion on individual views with some of the questions posed being: 

Where does confirmation fit in if communion can be taken first? 
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GS has taken 6 or 7 groups for confirmation in his time at St Michael’s and his feeling is they 

have been great conversations and a great time had by the candidates and congregation. 

There was discussion about doing the first three sets of the Diocese process (page 2 of the 

document handed out) – teaching and discussion with parents and children and then review 

with PCC although it was felt by some that if these steps are taken you set a train in motion 

to go ahead as it could be damaging to have the discussions with parents and especially 

children to then not go ahead. 

Another question was to only baptise children when they are old enough to understand and 

then follow that with confirmation? 

It was felt parents need a real understanding of their child and the child needs to understand 

communion and confirmation.  A concern is that children will want to do it because others are 

or to be the same as others without a real understanding of why they are taking communion. 

Three children are already taking communion so how can you stop other children?  What 

‘checks’ are in place to make sure the children should be taking it?  Does it ‘matter’ if a child 

takes communion when they ‘shouldn’t’? 

As the communion paper was only sent to the PCC on Saturday the suggestion is to defer 

until the PCC meeting in March to give more time to read the paper and the new evidence 

referenced by ES. 

Action:  Discuss at the next PCC meeting and then hold a workshop open to all. 

ES to send reference link to JM to be distributed to PCC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ES/JM 

7 Finance 

All Parish Share contributions have been made.  The money was borrowed from the Fabric 

Account to make payments on time. 

An approach to Clintons has not yet been made for support in other areas of the Church. 

There is a training plan in place for theological discussion on generosity after Easter. 

 

8 Connections Report 

• Baptism families 

ES has three people to help lead this.  We need to remember to invite families to gatherings 

more and to make sure the congregation is welcoming to new families. 

A celebration afternoon tea for all those baptised in recent years is being planned and they 

will be invited to Mothering Sunday. 

Connections meeting – PS to send minutes out to PCC 

• Feedback from the St Michael's w/e – completed at November PCC 

• Congregational Unity – completed at November PCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS 

9 Generosity Workshop Report 

There has been research on giving, why and how to give more.  Looking at contactless giving, 

with the machine’s costing between £200-£400.  Parish Giving online has seen many people 

reassess what they are giving.  It is recommended a ‘Saying Thank You’ note is sent to 

everyone who gives at least once a year and this is already done at St Michael’s. 

Actions:  SF will look at options for contactless giving. 

ES will send JM the presentation on giving to send to the PCC. 

Generosity Teaching Series 

The series is in two halves – Four studies on teaching gods generosity to Jonah, then follow 

up for everyone to do the same.  The sermon series and material will be used for home 

groups and use an existing house group to meet in Church for others to join rather than 

having to go to somebody’s home. 

 

 

 

 

 

SF 

ES/JM 
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10 Office Report 

• IT Update  

A decision was made on what was required but no funds available to purchase it and also a 

new PC for the Schools Worker. 

Resolution:  Ask Clintons for funds to cover up to £2,000 for an A3 colour scanner/printer, 

A4 colour laser scanner/printer, office PC and Schools Worker PC.  The large printer will be 

kept for big print runs. 

Proposed by SF, seconded by Julia Bishop and 4 abstentions  2020/01/002 

 

11 Fabric 

• Weathervane/Flagpole 

CG would like permission to get the Church Architect involved.  The head of the flagpole is 

split and probably rotten.  It is also a very heavy weathervane.  Jeremy Chadburn is the 

current Architect. 

Resolution:  Ask Clintons to meet the cost of the inspection.   2020/01/003 

Proposed by CG, seconded by LU and 4 abstentions. 

 

• Organ pipes 

The architect is seeking clarification from the DAC regarding the siting and securing of the 

organ modules in accordance with the Chancellor’s directions dated 15.09.2016. (For 

information the drawings for the MPOS organ and pipework were submitted to the DAC as 

part of faculty application.  Dr John Henderson the Diocesan Organ Adviser had said in an 

email to AJF on 14th August 2014 that there was a very positive reaction from the DAC to 

this idea of siting the pipes at the rear arch.) 

There is now a question as to whether the pipes could go above the kitchen instead of at the 

back of Church. But there could be potential connection issues if the console is moved to the 

original position by the Warneford Chapel. Expect a further update at the next meeting. 

The old organ and other organs are still in a storage container at Roves Farm.  AF has written 

to Dr Gatt this year and last year (many times) and received no reply. (Since the meeting 

contact has been made). AF has paid for 10 months storage since November 2017. 

Action: AF to speak to Rupert at Roves Farm to give an update and copy in the other 

churches to update them on the situation. 

 

• Heating 

Bays and Bosch are liaising.  The boilers will be shut down on Wednesday for investigation 

and will be switched back on Friday.  There is a leak somewhere, it could be the boiler or in 

the system.  The kitchen probably isn’t part of the  same issue. 

 

• Tree Work – covered in item 3 

• Sevenhampton Bells Report – covered in item 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AF 

12 SWYM 

Kat did one year of initial training with Be Transformed and then moved on to a degree with 

SWYM and wanted to stay at St Michael’s.  In August she will have done four years and be 

finished. 

It was agreed the PCC would like a new Youth Worker.  There will be an increase of between 

£620-720 per year when a new trainee takes their place. 

The new trainee could be for a Be Transformed or degree person, it depends on who applies 

for the position. 

Resolution: SF proposed continue to seek another trainee and accept new costs, seconded 
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by RH with 4 abstentions due to Clintons funding of the Youth Worker.  2020/01/004 

The cost will be £11,200 to £11,900 per annum. 

It is felt the SWYM quality of training is better than other agencies. 

The money still ringfenced for the project so there are funds for the next trainee and then it 

will need to be reviewed. 

13 AOB 

A request for a resolution to ask Clintons for funding towards 2019 gas costs was submitted.  

This has been deferred to the Standing Committee meeting in February, after the Clintons 

meeting later this month. 

 

14 Correspondence 

• Film Club 

The Film Club have requested they use the Church from their September season. 

Action: Send a holding response confirming currently working on the Church policy. 

JM to draft a response and PS to approve. 

PS: The PCC have not yet resolved who can use the Church, when it can be used and how 

much should they pay.  There is a wedding later this year and the couple want to hold their 

reception in Church.  We need a formal policy and when does it become commercial? 

PS proposed delegating a small group to look at this and put together some options and 

recommendations.  Let PS know if you want to be in group. 

 

• Diocese - APCM 

The Diocese have extended the date the APCM has to be held by to the end of May 2020.  

APCM date to be confirmed as it proved difficult to find a suitable date in the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS 

15 Grace and Close 

 

 

 Standing Committee meeting on Monday 17th February in Church Room at 7.45pm. 

Next Meeting of PCC is on Monday 16th March. 
 
Please pass apologies to the PCC Secretary in advance of the meeting and raise AOB 10 days 

before the meeting so it can be added to the agenda 

 

 


