
Sermon Summary 

 
'We Will See an End to Suffering - God will make all things new' 

  

I wonder if you can recall a time of suffering for you? Maybe it was a long illness, the passing 
of someone you dearly love, a time of stress and worry? The problem of suffering is not 
trifling or easy to shrug off. It is a real question that comes from an incomplete understanding 
of the nature of God and places each one of us in the middle of the scope of the whole of the 
gospel narrative, we need to realise it isn’t all about ME. But hang on Emily, you might say, 
‘Jesus says I’m important and I am greatly loved.’ Yep you are, God knows the number of 
hairs on your head, but also we live in a big messed up world where people act and live as 
they wish and that has adverse effects on other people. We live in a world that is part of the 
narrative. When humanity fell the whole of creation fell with us. God does not make us suffer 
but he does allow suffering, because he allows us to have our freedom, freedom that 
humanity chose to use for wrong at the beginning of time and we still choose every day 
when we willing and knowingly do things that hurt ourselves, each other and God. God 
doesn’t stop loving us or wanting the best for us which is why we are left with the promise 
that one day….. 

V3-4 God will make a home among mortals, They will dwell with God and God with them, 
every tear will be wiped from their eyes, Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more. For the first things will have passed away.’  

Jesus knows what it is to suffer and knows we will face suffering, He in John 16 is preparing 
the disciples for this, encouraging them to persevere because their reward will be great and 
their joy complete when they get to Dwell with Him. 
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