
Sermon Summary ‘God Knows What he is Doing’ 16 Aug 20 
 
We are in a palace in Ancient Egypt, the home of a prince.  The room is crowded and the focus of 
attention is on a group of ten men and a teenager.  They are dressed in travelling clothes and are 
looking scared.  The steward of the house has caught them stealing and they are in dead trouble.  
What is going to happen next? 
 
The prince dismisses his servants, leaving him alone with the eleven travelers.   What’s going to 
happen now?  Their stomachs churn.   
 
He suddenly bursts into tears with a wail that can be heard several rooms away.  “I am your brother, 
Joseph!” he shouts.  “You thought you had destroyed me but look what God has done!  I am now the 
chief minister here, and I am going to rescue and preserve the lives of our whole family.”    
 
Imagine the triple whammy of shocks for those eleven people.  Falsely accused in a foreign country 
(Shock 1).  The brother whose life they had selfishly destroyed now has the power of life and death 
over them (Shock 2).  But they are rescued and welcomed by that same brother (Shock 3). 
 
Out of malice and misfortune God had brought rescue and restoration.  (See the first reading – 
Genesis Chapter 45, verses 1 to 15) 
 
In our second reading (Matthew Chapter 15, verses 21 to 28) we see Jesus behaving in a way that 
seems shocking to us.  Approached by a woman whose daughter is seriously ill, He does not reach 
out kindly to her but ignores her.  For us, this seems cruel.  To His followers, however, it seems right 
and proper because she is an ‘unclean’ gentile, an outsider to the Jewish faith.  She is making such a 
noise that they want Jesus to send her packing, but He doesn’t.  Instead, He has a conversation with 
her and tells her that the little girl is healed, to the shocked surprise of His followers. 
 
Two readings: lots of shocks for the people involved, and one or two for us. 
 
There is a lesson here for us all.  Even when unexpected and shocking things happen God is still in 
charge, even when it feels as if He isn’t.  He knows what He is doing. 
 
 
 


